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Face-to-face interaction is considered the 'natural ecological niche' of language (Schegloff 

2006). However, this niche has significantly evolved throughout human history. While social 

interaction was once confined to "natural ecologies," it now occurs within complex, purpose-

built architectures.  

To illuminate this evolution, I will showcase video sequences of macaque interactions in shaded 

areas, human activities around a fire, and social rituals in digital meetings on platforms like 

Zoom. These examples will help us examine the configurations of copresence that emerge from 

the interplay between architecture, temperature, and light. 
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