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Introduction to Confucianism 

 
Confucian or Ruist philosophy is one of the oldest philosophical traditions in the world and has 
been a fundamental philosophical, ideological, and religious pillar throughout much of China’s 
(and other Asian societies’) history. The seminar will introduce the three most important periods: 
First, the origins of the tradition associated with the figures of Confucius (Kongzi/ Kong Fuzi), 
Mencius (Mengzi) and Sun Tzu (Sunzi). Secondly, the Neo-Confucian period, which focuses mainly 
on Zhou Dunyi, Zhu Xi, and Wang Yangming. The last third section of the semester will then focus 
on the so-called “New Confucianism” of the 20th century. 
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